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The 70–100 Window
A New Opportunity for the Church
WHAT IS THE 70–100 WINDOW?
Have you heard of the 70–100 Window? Probably not! It’s an emerging ministry concept that suggests the years between approximate ages between 70 and 100 represent a unique opportunity for evangelism, discipleship, care, and legacy ministry.
The name echoes the well-known 4–14 Window, which highlights the importance of reaching children during their formative years. While the 4–14 Window is based on research about childhood receptivity, the 70–100 Window is a ministry framework developed in response to today's aging population and the unique spiritual opportunities of later life.
It is not a scientific or research-validated model. It’s a practical way of helping churches recognize one of the fastest-growing mission fields in America.
WHY THIS MATTERS
Today, people are living longer than ever before. Many adults will spend 20 to 30 years in retirement or later adulthood. That’s quite a span, isn’t it?
These years sometimes bring significant life changes, including:
• Retirement
• The loss of a spouse, family members, or lifelong friends
• Declining health or increasing physical limitations
• Changes in independence and lifestyle
• Becoming grandparents or great-grandparents
• Increased awareness that life is finite
For many people, these experiences prompt deeper questions:
• Have I lived a life that mattered?
• What happens after I die?
• Is there really a heaven?
• Can I know God personally?
• What legacy will I leave behind?
While not everyone becomes more spiritually receptive with age, many older adults become more willing to discuss life's deepest questions than they were earlier in life.
A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR EVANGELISM
Churches should never assume that because someone has reached an advanced age, they have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
Many older adults have attended church for years without ever trusting Christ. Others have drifted away from their faith or have never heard the Gospel presented clearly.
The 70–100 Window reminds us that every older adult is a person made in God's image and loved by Him. Every conversation, visit, meal, act of kindness, or ministry opportunity may open the door to sharing the hope of Christ.
The Gospel is just as powerful at age 90 as it is at age 19.
A MISSION FIELD
Sometimes churches view older adults primarily as recipients of ministry.
Scripture presents a different picture.
Older believers are mentors, prayer warriors, disciplers, servants, encouragers, and faithful witnesses whose influence can extend for generations.
Rather than just asking,
"How do we care for seniors?” we should also ask, "How do we reach seniors with the Gospel, and how can we equip those who know Christ to help reach others?"
THE GOAL
The 70–100 Window is about more than helping people finish life comfortably.
It is about helping people finish eternally prepared and faithfully engaged—whether that means coming to faith in Christ for the first time or continuing to serve Him with purpose throughout their remaining years.
A NOTE ABOUT THE CONCEPT
The 70–100 Window is an emerging ministry concept rather than a research-validated model. It is intended to help churches recognize the unprecedented opportunities created by increasing longevity and the spiritual needs—and gifts—of older adults.
However, note the following statistics: 
• The number of Americans aged 65 and older is growing rapidly.
• Millions of older adults live alone or experience social isolation.
• Many people will spend 20–30 years in retirement.
https://research.lifeway.com/2024/06/12/reaching-the-aging-population-in-your-neighborhood/
Attributed to Dr. D. Scott Hildreth, Associate Professor of Missiology at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, who may be the first to coin the 70-100 window idea.
Email Sharon Mager at smager@bcmd.org for more information 
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