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180th Annual Report 
of the General Mission Board to the  

Mid-Atlantic Baptist Network 
 

Report of the Interim Executive Director Tom Stolle 
 

 

We serve an amazing God. A God that loves us. A God that gave it all, His only Son, to save us from our sins.  He 
ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÇÉÖÅ υ percent, 10 percent, 20 percent or even 80 percent. He gave it all. That amazing love, that gift of 
*ÅÓÕÓȟ ÉÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÄÒÉÖÅÓ ÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÏÕÒ .ÅÔ×ÏÒË ÔÏ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȢȱ  7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÄÏ Ȱ×ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ ÉÔ 
ÔÁËÅÓȦȱ 
 
ςπρυ ×ÁÓ Á ÙÅÁÒ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ .ÅÔ×ÏÒË ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ Á ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅȢ 4ÈÁÔ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅ ×ÁÓ Ȱ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÕÒ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÓȢȱ 
Our Network has made a decision to share the Good News with our Muslim neighbors and our Jewish 
neighbors. We have made a commitment to do more within our African-American communities. We will love 
and share Christ which individuals and families affected by disabilities. Our Network will partner with our 
churches in the area of church revitalization. We must do whatever it takes. 
 
Are these big initiatives? Yes they are. However, we serve a big God. Our God spoke the universe into 
existence. He has us in His hands. He calls us to love others. We will. 
 
We are thankful for our partnership with the North American Mission Board. That partnership is invaluable 
as we serve together, planting churches within our region that boldly proclaim the name of Jesus. 

Church strengthening efforts involving equipping and encouraging our churches were a major part of our 
emphasis on loving others in 2015. Our staff continued to assist our churches in strengthening their local 
congregations. We are honored and humbled to have the opportunity to serve Network churches. The local 
church is the strength of our Network. We are thankful for these churches that boldly proclaim the name of 
Jesus. We are thankful for these churches that make a difference in their communities. 

We must continue to tell our world about Jesus. We must share Jesus with our young people. We must share 
Jesus with our college students, with our men, with our women, and with our world.  The various ministries 
that we undertake, paÒÔÎÅÒÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȟ ÁÒÅ ÌÁÒÇÅÌÙ ÆÕÎÄÅÄ ÂÙ .ÅÔ×ÏÒË ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ 
generous giving through the Cooperative Program. We ask that you continue to partner with our Network, 
making an eternal difference for the glory of God.  

!Ó ×Å ÍÏÖÅ ÉÎÔÏ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÌÅÔ ÕÓ ÐÕÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ Á ÒÅÎÅ×ÅÄ ÅÆÆÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȢ ,ÅÔȭÓ ÄÏ ×ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ ÉÔ ÔÁËÅÓȢ 
)Ô ×ÏÎȭÔ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÂÅ ÅÁÓÙȟ ÂÕÔ ÏÕÒ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ×ÏÒÔÈ ÉÔȦ ) ÒÅÃÁÌÌ ÔÈÅÓÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÅÄ ÉÎ 0ÓÁÌÍ ωπȡρφ ɉ.,4Ɋȡ  ȰLet us, 
your servants, see you work agaÉÎȠ ÌÅÔ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÓÅÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÇÌÏÒÙȢȱ 
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2014-2015 Summarized Activities/  

Highlights of the General Mission Board  

The General Mission Board has had a busy year. We are pleased to serve the churches within our Network. 

We are thankful to our God for the wisdom He provides as we seek to honor Him in all we do. The highlights 

of the last year follow. 

The General Mission Board approved the release of the remaining unspent cash received as a result of the 

conservation easement placed on the property at Skycroft Training Center. The funds received were 

approved for needed facility improvements. These easement funds allowed Skycroft to make improvements 

beginning in early 2014 and concluding in 2015 to include, but not limited to, new roofs and siding for 

existing structures, repaving of the main parking area, installation of replacement heating and air 

conditioning units, and installation of audio visual equipment 

Concerning staff, Michael Crawford, Senior Pastor at Freedom Church in Baltimore, Maryland was hired to 

lead the Church Multiplication Team of the Mid-Atlantic Baptist Network, replacing David Jackson. Reid 

Sterrett was contracted to serve as Network Connector, partnering with Doug Dubois, to visit with many 

pastors within the Network. Reid Sterrett seeks to assist in strengthening their churches and associated 

ministries. After the resignation of Will McRaney, Tom Stolle was installed as Interim Executive Director until 

11/15/15, at which date he will resume his full-time attention on financial, human resource, and other 

administrative responsibilities. Rick Hancock, Director of Missions with the Mid-Maryland Baptist 

Association, assumes the role of Interim Executive Director until March 31, 2016, or until a new Executive 

Director is called, whichever comes first.  

Victor Kirk, Senior Pastor at Sharon Bible Fellowship, was appointed Chairman of the Serch Committee that 

has been tasked with finding a candidate that they will recommend to the General Mission Board to serve as 

the next Executive Director of the Mid-Atlantic Baptist Network. 

The 2016 proposed budget is being recommended by the General Mission Board for approval by the 

messengers. This budget reflects the impact of the new General Mission Board approved Strategic 

Cooperative Agreement between the Mid-Atlantic Baptist Network and the North American Mission Board. 

Included among the ministry categories funded by the North American Mission Board is church planting. 

Concerning this effort, the North American Mission Board will be contributing $600,000 to the Mid-Atlantic 

Baptist Network for the planting of new churches in our region, an increase of approximately $250,000 for 

ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÐÌÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÁÓ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÂÕÄÇÅÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÐÏÓÅÄ ÂÕÄÇÅÔ ÆÏÒÅÃÁÓÔÓ ÃÌÏÓÅ ÔÏ 

$3.9 million in Cooperative Program receipts in 2016. This proposed budget also includes funding for church 

planting initiatives among Jewish communities, Muslim communities, and special needs communities. These 

budget items, combined with receipts from the 2015 Gofwd state mission offering, will enable us to more 

effectively share the gospel with and reach these three target groups. 

Yes, 2015 has been a busy year, and 2016 looks as though it will continue to provide ample opportunities for 

the spread of the gospel in the Mid-Atlantic region. The General Mission Board is grateful for the opportunity 

to give guidance to the work of our 500+ churches as we labor together in the gospel. 

In His Services, Rev. Mark Dooley, President, General Mission Board 
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