Report of the BCM/D  History Committee
 2011
Celebrating 50 Years, the History Committee is working to achieve a broader awareness of and enthusiasm for our Baptist heritage.   History Alive is accessible by logging onto: http://bcmd.org/history.  

Please visit the History table and view the digital album prepared by Rev. Terry Davis with assistance from Mrs. Carol McGiffin and Mrs. Shannon Baker.  Enjoy the 50th anniversary cards designed by Mr. Jeremy Ephraim.  Take a bookmark that lists the past Presidents and Executive Directors of our two state convention.

The book, You Are a GREAT PEOPLE Maryland/Delaware Baptists 1742-1998 by W. Loyd Allen may be purchased at the History table during the convention.  After the convention, you may purchase a copy from the Baptist Resource Center or visit the website and make your purchase online.

Have you noticed the Did You Know? questions in both the online and the printed versions of BaptistLIFE?  The members of the History Committee submitted the questions.   Staff liaison to the History Committee, Mrs. Carol McGiffin, and Managing Editor of BaptistLIFE, Mrs. Iris White, crafted the feature space and design. 

The History Committee met at the Baptist Resource Center on: Tuesday, March 30; Tuesday, May 24 and Monday, November 7.    In the History Room at the Baptist Resource Center, members surveyed historical artifacts, Bibles, photos and papers, selecting items for display and for use at this 176th convention gathering.  

We recalled that former History Committee Chair, Mr. Jim Benson presented a plaque and words of gratitude to staff liaison, Mrs. Carol McGiffin, at the General Mission Board Meeting on December 7, 2010.   Mr. Benson commended her extraordinary service to the History Committee during his years of service.    This year we echoed that sentiment, giving her a card, flowers and a gift card before her retirement on October 12, 2011.   We appreciate her organizational skills and each of the entries made by her to create the History Alive webpage we enjoy today.

Did you realize that when your congregation enters data into the Annual Church Profile it allows your congregation to search and find trends for a span of twenty years?  Here’s the address: http://sbds.lifeway.com/logon.asp. Enter User Name and Password.  Select Survey and Year.   Yes, you can help.  Ask your congregation to update its ACP online and be a part of keeping History Alive!

May each of us in the present (one day history) be found walking in faith, laboring in love, standing firm in hope; always keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus.   1 Thessalonians 1:3 and Hebrews 12:1-2. 
Rebecca Powell Sparrow, Chair
